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I399 – Value of Research

Undergraduate research is a vital tool for younger students.  It helps teaches them what it is like to be in the field they are studying.  It also helps students in their decision on whether to go to graduate school or not.  Of course, all fields are different, especially our group where we brought together a HPER, Informatics, and a Computer Science major, where research can be very different.  All in all, undergraduate research, whether or not students go onto graduate school, is very important.
The first main reason is the invaluable tool of group work.  No matter what you do, whether it be going into the work force or graduate school, group work is necessary.  It is good to practice through school, especially high school and college, so you know what types of habits are good and what types are not.  Good habits include setting weekly meeting times, allowing members to work on strong points, among others.  These are in valuable tools when going forth in life.
Another reason why undergraduate research is important is to show students what is like in that field.  Through college, many students are not sure of what they want to study and go into.  Undergraduate research could be used to benefit this, both good and bad.  Researching in your field can show you that you are truly passionate about what you are researching, but it can also show you that you are in the wrong field as well.  This is very important for people when making life decisions.
We feel that these two reasons are huge when promoting undergraduate research.  Providing more opportunities would help with both of these.  Working with graduate students who were knowledgeable of the field also is a benefit for undergraduate research.  With the amount of science-related research on campus, it is only right for the Informatics program to help out their students by providing them with opportunities for research for not only the experience, but also the networking.  That is why we think Informatics should continue with not only this class, but other research work.
