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This is a letter of recommendation far Jason Mezey who is applyving for Assistant Professar
position in your Department. Jasen has been working in my lab for about a vear an a multitade
of genomics and quantitative penetic prejects. thus T am well-familiur with his creative,
analvtical, and Tab skills.

Fo putal ssaply fason as bt iimsed s e Test e soicaidst working af frontiees of muodern
quantiiative biology. His Ph T fraining was with CGonter Wagner, Juson was developing models
of pathways and theie evolution, He then nuoved on 1o work with David Houle — the leader ot
multi-dimensional consideration of quantitative variation. Jason made brilliant statistical
udvances. Further. be established himself as a lab person with the skill to desivn and implement
complex larpe-scale quantitative genetic experiments. Finally, he jained my 1ab w compiement
these skills with modern-age experimental techniques of analysis o quantitative traits, During all
these tranung experiences. Jason was very producteve. He published manuseripts that were
superbly cxecuted. in which science was not oversold or overstated. Rather, thes are detailod.
innavalive. solid, and honest pieces of work,

As a resudt ol these browd raning experiences. Tason has descloped in exactlv o kind of scientist
thit can take (0l advantape of now technalogye developoents. Suppose one wanted to test which
of proteins from two closely related species are responsthle Tor adaptation o ditlerent
anvironments. [Crequires knowledge of high-resolation genomic techniques. abilin o grow
tested orgamsms 1o such a desipn that sources in protein concentration variation witl be possible
Lo partition, use of statisties on complex structure data sets, and fnally quantitative modets of
how identified protein variation contributes  through the known ar predicted metabolic pathway

Lo the phenatvpe and adaptation. Jason can conpletels do i all, and accomplish such a research
program in a creative and ellicient way. [ know very few scientists in Evalution und Ecology
freid wih suct a combimation of kil One peototyne wouid be andy Chark. Aot sueh selentises
are and will be in much demand. As only they are integratve enadeh o slay current as biolopy
goes through current technological revolution. T fully recommend vou to choose Jason as such a
scientist joiming vour depariment,

This recommendation is Tully justified by Jason™s record in my lab, During his fiest post cdoce
year, he avcomplished ane very serious UL mapping studv in press in Geneties. e
implemented comparison between Drosophila species with whole genome micraarray
techniques. Twa papers will come vut of it One §s completely ready, but Jason decided o
withhold submission ull the 73 vaknda penome is published. This elearly illustiates Juson's
mtegrity. He s sitting on superb data setin which some unpublished genomic intormation has
been vsed. One of regarded (and the only correct) approaclses in dus case — wait U1k it is
published. 16 oot for that, Tam sure Jason would roport another magarine paper in Lis V. He has



analyzed expression data in completely innovative way showing that expression af closely
positioned penes is co-evolving. As the ideg of analysis and its implementution should be fully
credited to Jason. | withdrew [rom the authors of this foAnusCript — it's Juson's baby. Another
manusuript will represent an evidence — contrary tw the recentl v published inferences  thal
transeriptome evolves more than expected with the neutrality assumption, There are 3 more
papers down the road. which would not materialize without Jasom

Needless to say. Jason works with complete devation. Bul he is very receptive o the necds of
others in the lab. As his statistical expertisc ix the biggest in the tab, he contributes to success of
other research programs in the lab - teaching, programming, and discussing his and others”
idcas.

I'am confident Juson is mature enough for the beadership needed (o build and head the lab. e
has vision. puts, intellipence. respect lot colicagues, and devotion 1o science. His teaching should
be enjoyable 1o students as he is very cleanly thinking and engaging. Center for Papulation
Biology in TCD has an unbroken history of fellows ¢ believe it is 16 now ) hired straight to
faculty pusitions. Compared to this crowd. Jason stateds as one of the strongest,

Yours fryly,
Sergey Nuzhdin %/) ///m\



