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st the neatly three years | have known Tuson. T have found Lim to be a remarkable rescarcher. thinkar, and
collengue As o researcher and thinker. Tasan Blends experiment. theory. and stadisnics seamiessly Lo tesi
fundamental guestions in Biology. For instapee. how do genctic Tnleraclions aniy gelies alfeer th
develnpment of complex marphological traits? Are there distinet menetic relationships ameong
morphotosicadly related characters” Do thuse senetic and morphelogical relativnships fundamentally aliect
the evolution ol complex raits? Answering these tough questions demands the ability Lo understand both
single genes and whole genames. To tsink at both the genetic and phenotypie levels. amad o duestpn elepint
caperiments and statisies. Tason  throueh discipline and hard wark  Tas jcarned to do all ol these dings
well and i steadily improving in his abiity o synihesize and prosent s wiirh,

Jason §s o rerritic enlleague. From the day Fmel Jim, Jasan hus been a great sounding beoand fivr 3deas ad his
watistical insights were oflen vary helpful, Cwver the past several months, we have actively collahorated ena
profect looking at how anseriptional varition evolves acrass spevivs The sequencing ol soveril
Drosophila geoames., the evtensive literature on Prosnphila, and the availahility vd microarray wehnology
has enahled us 10 simublangously analyv e penomi, phylogenetic. and transeriptional data We tound 1k
Uhere are hlocks of penes where gene EXpression i evolving m correlated manner acrass specics and thi
the spatial organization of these hlacks of enes uppears distinet trom {hat of the rest of the penome. This



———

prujvet. bke many of Tason’s, required synthesizing data Irom a variety of sourees and developing s
statiztical framewerk (o analvee it In addition to the Tung hours spent getting the propect Sone. Tason als
patient]y dealt with my many emails and phone calls. Together we have already writien one manusceipt and
hirve plans tor at least one nwre.

I strongly beleve that Juson Mevey 1s an excellent rescarcher. a critical thinker and a gecat colleague Tuson's
uniguc hackpround has prepared him for what 1 sce as the next hig challenge in the post-cenomics en:
relatmy the genomic data we've pathered to the phenotypes we observe, Making this critical link will
regiire serentists with broad backgrounds and interdiseiplinary thinking. swhich are two atrengths | know
Jasom has,

Ieneourape vou to contact ine 11 vou hive 4ny Coneerns oF questions.

lreers,

Corbin Jones



