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GGF7 Portals Workshop Summary
Status of This Memo

This memo contains a summary of presentations and talks that occurred at the Portals Workshop held at the Global Grid Forum meeting on Thursday, March 06, 2003 in Tokyo, Japan.
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Abstract

The goal of this workshop is to articulate a community standard architecture for Grid Portals.  This portal architecture would allow portal application developers to build specialized application components (portlets) that could be easily installed in any compliant portal server and easily configured by users to operate in their environment.   This architecture should provide a standard way for the application portlets to share information and important user specific context data such as proxy certificates.
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1. Introduction

 

The goal of this workshop is to articulate a community standard architecture for Grid Portals.  This portal architecture would allow portal application developers to build specialized application components (portlets) that could be easily installed in any compliant portal server and easily configured by users to operate in their environment.   This architecture should provide a standard way for the application portlets to share information and important user specific context data such as proxy certificates.

 

1.1 Important issues and Questions

 

· Are the current portal frameworks, such as Jetspeed, sufficient for all our requirements? 

· Is the portlet model the right one for Grid applications?  

· When is the Web “pull” model insufficient for Grid applications? 

· What Grid services are needed to make Grid portals useful? 

· Are the proposed OGSA core Grid services appropriate and useable by Grid portals?  What other Grid middleware implications are there for Grid portal interoperability? 

· What are the requirements for a messaging and notification model to be used by Grid portals? 

· How do we build a GridShell?  How does one create a user’s Grid Context? 

· How do we design a Grid portal architecture that best supports collaboration? 

· Two important standard have emerged:  WSIA (Web Services for Interactive Applications) and WSRP (Web Services for Remote Portals).  Are these sufficient for the requirements of Grid Applications? 
 

2. Workshop Presentations

 
2.1 Introduction and Workshop Charge 
Speaker:
Dennis Gannon, Indiana University

Link:

Abstract: 

2.2 Overview of GCE and Grid Portal Issues

Speaker:
Geoffrey Fox, Community Grids Lab, Indiana University 

Link:

Abstract: 

2.3 Background:  OGSA, WSIA and WSRP and Grid Contexts  

Speaker:
Dennis Gannon, Indiana University

Link:

Abstract: 

2.4 GridLab Portal Technology

Speaker:
Michael Russel, Albert Einstein Institute, Golm, Germany

Link:

Abstract: 

2.5 GridPort Technology

Speaker:
Mary Thomas, TACC, Univ. of Texas

Link:

Abstract: 

2.6 The CHEF Portal 

Speaker:
Charles Severance, University of Michigan

Link:

Abstract: 

2.7 The Grid Portal Generator 

Speaker:
Toyotaro Suzumura, Tokyo Institute of Technology 

Link:

Abstract: 

2.8 GENIUS and EnginFrame: GRID Portal across Research and Industry

Speaker:Roberto Barbera and Andrea Rodolico

Link:

Abstract: 

2.9 Report drafting session.

 
Link:

Abstract: 

: 

3. Workshop Outcome

The result of this workshop should be a draft for a GGF  “community practice document” entitled “Grid Portal Architecture”.   The first part of the workshop will be technical presentations followed by a working discussion outlining the proposed document.

 

In order to facilitate the production of a report by the end of the workshop we would like speakers to address one or more of the following points.  This will serve as an outline for the report.

4. Security Considerations

Security is of fundamental importance to GCE portals and we will continue to observe the progress of the GGF OGSI security working group.
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Glossary

The Glossary will be added in the next draft.
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