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“The application and content of First Amendment principles are not determined by public opinion polls or by a majority vote.  Whether the proponents of Act 590 [Balanced Treatment for Creation-Science and Evolution-Science Act; enacted by State of Arkansas 3/19/81] constitute the majority or the minority is quite irrelevant under a constitutional system of government.  �No group, no matter how large or small, may use the organs of government, of which the public schools are the most conspicuous and influential, to foist its religious beliefs on others.”


—Judge William R. Overton, U.S. District Court, Eastern District of Arkansas, Western Division; the Arkansas Decision: Memorandum Opinion in Rev. Bill McLean et al v
