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1. Introduction


The Korean Rock Band at Syracuse has been in existence for several years. The number of members of the band is usually five and most of them are Korean undergraduate students. Once, a Japanese student was a member but he graduated and left. The activity area of the band is within the Syracuse University area and many performances are related to Korean and Asian people's events. As it is a rock band, the main artifacts of the band are rock musical instruments and music pieces.


I visited the practice room once; it is located in the basement of Shaw Hall at Syracuse University. I contacted the current leader through e-mail twice and I met the founder of the band when I visited the practice room. As I don't know much about previous activities of the group, I have to observe and interview current members.


The scope of the project will focus on the people in the band and their relationships particularly between old and new members as the band is renewed. The artifacts and the literacy of the music will be collected and analyzed.

2. Research Questions


Several research questions can be asked about this band as follows:

· What are their object and goal?
· Is there any pattern to how new band members are recruited?
· What kind of literacy they have and why they choose such kind of literacy?
· How literacy bonds their relationship together?
· How literacy promotes communication between members?
·  Is there any interesting relationship that does not concern to the performance directly? If any, what is it?
· Which language is mainly used for singing?
As they make sounds together, the people, members of the band, are important in this project. They sing particular songs and there may be some specific behaviors common to this group.

3. Setting and participants


I will usually collect the data in the practice room as no performance is scheduled within a short time. I seek some help from the leader of the first organization and expect to get some artifacts like concert tapes.


Many of the members are Korean undergraduate students and they usually sing rock music. They are categorized as the new members and old members. Some of old members may support the new members as staff. I will focus on the relationship between old members and new members.

4. Data Collection Methods and Research Schedule


I will observe the place, people, artifacts, and the music the band produces. Some interviews will be made and I will listen to the music. If possible, I will collect some previous concert tapes and try to analyze their literacy.


As their practice schedule is not fixed, I will contact the leader by e-mail and observe their practice couple of times. I will interview some people at the second visit, the second week of March 2000.

5. Conclusion


As I can play piano, have some theoretical background in music and some experience of choral performance three times, I can read music scores and evaluate the quality of the performances. Most of communication between members can be interpreted easily because my native language is the same as their main communication language. I already know some of the old members especially the leader of the first band. The current leader of the band also agrees to allow me to study their band and she help me. I already observe them once and main stems of the study emerged.  I will try to figure out answers to the research questions, which I show in the previous section.
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