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Bowne Hall is located at the southeastern corner of the quad of Syracuse University. It has four stories and each floor is connected with two or three stairways. An elevator is located in the center of the building and connects all the stories. As several chemical laboratories are there, it could be a chemical department building. However, there are other department offices and classrooms.


The top three floors can be categorized in terms of people, space usage, and artifacts. The building was originally designed for the chemical department and there are still many chemical laboratories. However, it is also used for a few other department offices.

People in Bowne Hall can be classified in two groups, students and staff, as I did not see any other group like visitors. Students wait for the start of classes, listen to the instructor's lecture, make a report using a computer, or discuss subjects concerning the class. Some students go around to attend a class and some others visit the offices. A group of students wait for the chemical laboratory class on the stools in the chemical laboratory.

Staff can be categorized as instructors, office workers, and maintenance workers. Some professors or instructors prepare for a class and some others lecture. Some professors are discussing a class subject with students. A bearded man stands and reads papers, and seven students sit and wait for the start of the class in room 422. A well-dressed man is talking to six men and four women students in room 313. The common feature between professors and instructors is a lecture. The difference in the two groups is their status at the University. Professors are guaranteed for their status and permanent position, but instructors are only employed for a specific semester temporarily.

Another interesting group of lecturers is teaching assistants. There are several TA offices of Philosophy in rooms 414, 415, and 416, and Fine Arts in room 315. They assist the classes, grade the homework, and sometimes give a lecture instead of the professor or the instructor.

Many office workers sit in front of a computer monitor and stare at it. Some office workers answer the phone and some others go around holding some documents. Some customers get services from workers or are reading a booklet when customers wait for the service. From a janitor's room and cleaning equipment, at least one janitor is around. A basket and a mop are located in the middle of an aisle. Some other maintenance staff may take care of ventilation machines, heating system, administration of computers, management for the safety and chemical apparatus. 

The building has two kinds of spaces, class related space and non-class related space. Classrooms are the basic units of the class-related space. Some conference rooms, seminar and meeting rooms are equipped with lecture tools like projectors, black boards, and class chairs. Several laboratories are used for training students to be accustomed to scientific experiments. They are also directly related to the classes.

Some spaces are used for supporting classes. Several department offices like Fine Arts, Honors, Graduate School, Women’s Studies, and Chemistry are residents in the building. Each floor has a restroom for the people in the building. Storage rooms and janitor’s rooms are used to store cleaning supplies.

Last category is artifacts. Artifacts, like space, can be class related or non-class related artifacts. Class related artifacts can be divided into two groups, class and laboratory facilities.

Students sit on classroom chairs and put down notes and pens on classroom desks. Instructors show presentations through projectors to the projector screen, or write down the contents of the lecture on black boards using chalk. Chemical classes demand experiments usually performed on the laboratory tables. Students sit on stools in the laboratory. After experiments, apparatus like glass flasks are washed in sinks and dried on drying shelves. Some experiments need to be heated, so gas tubes have been installed in the lab. If somebody is sprayed with dangerous acid, emergency showers are used for reducing the damage. Ventilation hoods prevent the forming of the chemical pollution or toxic gas. 

There are office and building maintenance artifacts. They are not directly related to classes. Many services and communication are performed through office telephones. Document cabinets keep various department documents in file folders. Many booklets are displayed in bookshelves. Office desks and chairs consist of basic furniture in the ordinary office. Some notification or exhibits are show in bulletin boxes. IBM personal computer or Macintosh Apple computers are used in the offices for the office automation. Computers and those peripherals can be thought as class artifacts, too.

Every central aisle and some rooms have recycle boxes to collect recyclable materials which will help to save resources in the Earth. Trashcans and cleaning supplies are used to keep the building clean. Fire alarms and fire extinguishers save the people in the building from the danger of fire. Many people quench their thirst from water fountains. Electrical control boxes, water pipes, lights, and heaters set up the environment of the building in order to maintain a proper condition to people who act in the building.

Another interesting environmental artifacts is fine art. Some woman shape sculptures decorate the office of department of Women's Studies. Of course, they imply the space if for women. Various flags are put on the top of the bookshelf in the Graduate School office. They show many graduate students are from abroad. A huge mural is drawn on the central wall of second floor. In the picture, a man spreads out both of his arms and a woman stretches her arms to the sky. It resembles the picture of human body made by Leonardo da Vinci. It may symbolize that the building is for students and they are passionate and perform the goal to contribute to the society after graduation. It really means the building is for young man and woman, students. 

