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Summary of Piedmont Textile Industry History

 
The Piedmont is located east of Appalachian Mountains and stretched from the southwestern of Virginia through North and South Carolina into Georgia and Alabama. The western part of the Atlantic Coastal Plain and eastern part of the Southern Appalachian Mountains also belong to Piedmont. There is a river called "fall line" which passes through the center of Piedmont.


In eighteenth century, it used to be a passage from the coastal to the north. After 1800, many people settled down rather than passed through. Many Caucasians from Europe and some of them soon managed small farms with slaves. The waterpower from up-country rivers made carding mills and yarn factories possible in that area. Those mills were dramatically increased after the Civil War.


The mills and owners had the central role of Piedmont society. They provided houses, many facilities and schools. By the beginning of 20 century, many mills recruited many workers from other areas, as they cannot get enough labor from local area. They still provided working environment and even entertainment. Until 1920's, their school system focused on making the members of their society obey the traditional rules and get information that is necessary for the textile industry. Many local newspapers used as tools for such education.


After World War I, many African Americans moved north to get a new job and remains boosted their black-owned businesses and invest in black colleges for the future.


The depression broke the society of Piedmont dominated by mills. Many mills closed and many people moved to the larger mills to keep their ways of life as the past. However, the welfare from those mills were ended and new textile factories only sought benefits. Many workers turned unhappy until 1950's.


The Civil Rights Movements in 1960's changed the way of African Americans significantly. They could get the same jobs as many Caucasians did.


In the meantime, young Caucasians made efforts to improve their quality of life and renewal of unionism. Black and white communities tied themselves to textile mills again in 1960's and 1970's. And the textile industry in Piedmont got flourish at another generation.

