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Summary of "Because This Is Who We Are

Writing in the Amish Community"

 
The study was begun with observing writing of child members of an Amish Family, the Fisher's. Their writings are related close to the Amish community including the community newspaper, "DIE BOTSCHAFT". The newspaper has writings from the member of the community and is distributed to the Amish social members.


There are five implicit communities in which the Fisher's family belongs. The immediate community, the larger community, the church community, the school community, and the school itself consist of those communities. Despite of numerous communities, the writings of the member of Amish community are consistent.


The way of the community members is very similar and it may be from the way of learning of their society. Circular letters are a kind of their ways of learning and they are delivered to the members of the circular letter. Each member adds some contents on the letter and sends to the next member. If a member of a circular letter don't reply, the circular letter cannot be existed. An interesting point of the object of writing is not only usefulness but also connectivity. It is a way of linking each member of Amish society.


The Amish value does not focus on the individuality, but on compliance to the community. Of course, the writing is a way for the cooperation among the members of the community.


The school system is the central role for their consistency of their way of life. Once, public school system dominated their children but they denied for such school system. So, they fought the authority of state education and got their right to keep a small school system owned by them. However, the efficiency of such school is not that good and plagiarism is spread commonly. The interesting point is that it helps them to keep their way of life.


I heard that a special small village, "Chung Hak Dong", existed in Korea. Many people keep the traditional hair and clothing style. They still learn ancient Chinese letter system and it was very common two hundreds years ago in Chosun dynasty era of Korea.

