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Singing with the Fundamentalists

 
Annie Dillard realizes that there is a singing group on her campus. The members of group are Fundamentalists whom many people think as conservatives and memorize as social trouble issuers.


She joins every morning sing along meeting and observes the people in the singing group and watching group. The group is lead by one or two, but the leader can be changed at any time and the leader has no control to the members but selecting a song. The members are students of the university and their appearance is ordinary as other students on campus. Of course, they sing a kind of hymn but it is not one of traditional hymns. It seems composed recently.


The attitude of the people, who pass by the group, is somewhat indifference. Sometimes, some professors watch the singing group from the opposite science building through third floor windows with interest. However, Fundamentalist students don't pay attention to the observers but sing for themselves. All the members of the group are not conservatives against the public opinions. Their ratio of conservatives and liberals is similar to the ratio of ordinary students on campus.


One day, somebody has blown up rubber gloves and put on the water fountain where the singing group meets every morning. The floated gloves seem that they say hello to everybody on campus as the members of the group do every morning.


Today, the group presents a different mood. The leaders sing with their eyes closed and the members raise their palms up to their faces. Annie can not figure out the reason why they make such gestures but she knows they are singing for themselves.


There is no relation between the singing group and Annie. She just joins them only because she likes singing. She describes what she observes and thinks.

