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Korean Rock Band

 
In a dim hallway, I am waiting the members of the rock band. In the front of the door of room 024 of Shaw Hall, I look at my watch and it shows me at 3 PM. It is the scheduled practice time. Nobody is there. Nothing can I listen. I only get the place after asking janitor around the basement of the hall. "Do I get the right time, at 3PM on twenty-ninth of February? Is the practice canceled?" I doubt.

Ten minutes later, two Asian guys are approaching to the left door. One of them, named A, wears white T-shirts and dark gray parka. He is dressed in brown pants with shoulder strips and white sneakers. He put on a blue and sky-blue cap and a yellow backpack. He looks somewhat thin. The other guy, named B, seems a little fat and wears white T-shirts, black vast, gray pants and brown slippers. They try to open the door but can't. A go back to upstairs and get the key.


At three-twenty, B and the third guy, C, come to the practice room from the opposite aisle. C shouts to B to urge him to carry amp boxes. C wears blue jeans, gray jacket, a guitar and a drum. Soon, they disappear to the room. A minute later, the fourth guy, D, appears with white turtleneck shirts and gray hip-hop pants carrying couple of drumsticks. He takes a glance at me and enters the room.


Five minutes later drum sounds for 10 seconds and stops. The fifth guy with white shirts and hip-hop jeans gets into the room after another five minutes. Now, five minutes drum sound triggers base guitar and it opens lead guitar a minute after. They make a harmony another minute later. The sixth member, F, whose hair is long in black jacket and gray pants hanging sports bag looks around and enters. A few minutes later, the seventh guy, G, with scarlet jacket, white cap and deep blue sportswear also appears in the front of my eyes and disappears again. When A and G get out of the room and come out again, I explain them my research and enter the practice room.

Artifacts

The room is rectangular and two walls are covered with large mirrors. A two-inch thick steel bar cross one of the mirror wall and it implies it is originally designed for dancing. They gather in the middle of the room and use only a few part of the whole space. A typical drum set is located in the middle of the group. Guitar players sit on the boxes of the amplifier and speakers. Complicated wires put on semi-transparent plastic box are connected each guitar and amp. Wire tails end to the wall plug. A blanket fills into the largest drum and reduces the vibration. Many pipes get entangled on the ceiling. A large fan cools the room in the corner. Round Tables are piled in the front of a wall with couples stuck each top. An old piano with a pedal broken puts on the next of the tables. An air conditioner stops and says it is not the season for using. The floor is covered with brown rectangular a foot square tiles.

Manager

A few minutes before four o'clock, a manager, one of the beginners, whose name is Yon appears. Every member says hello to him. After some words of conversation with me, he starts to teach some of the new members. As the practice is the first meeting for the new members, they don't know much what they should do. The manager probes the pedal of the drum, teaches how to sing, asks where they live, and designates a new member to a vocal and guitar player. He starts some nag. "It takes a year to get the right to put the drum set in the practice room." He continues to talk some episodes of his age and expectation about the new group members. He explains the basic code to A. He praises the new drummer and explains his experience.

Practice

The practice at the day consists of some private practices and 4 basic code combinations. The four basic code combinations usually begin with lead guitar and drum follows. The rhythm used in the practices is short-short-long, short-short-short-short and repeat.

Their practice usually focused on the event they participated in. Sometimes, one or more their members cannot attend the day of performance and urgent substitute is happened. The economic crisis of Asia also effects the group and some of members left United States and the members of the group have been changed.

History

Their official name of the band is not Korean Rock Band but S.U.A.E.G. It means not for the Korean but Asian. The first group consists of one Korean and two Japanese and it soon turned three Korean students and one Japanese student. They started without drum and keyboard can sound the drum when the number of the group was only three. After the drummer jointed the group, they have keyboard player, lead guitar player, bass guitar player, and drummer. When they extend to five, they add a vocal and second guitar player. They started from 1996 and current new members are the third members.

Genre

They play from rock to ballad. However, their majority is rock and playing without song. Their selection of the performance depends on what event they play. When they performed for the group of Korean American children, they played only Korean children songs. Their language for the song is usually English and sometimes Korean when they perform for the Korean student event. They once sang in Japanese.

Style


Their music style composed by the Japanese student is very Asian rock music. Interesting style is their melody like 80's LA style but the whole patterns are like 90's alternative rock. They also get influenced from the Japanese rock band, Loudness. However, they skill for the guitar and drum is limited and sometime they only reduce the most complicated part to a simple 3 codes. Nonetheless, they complete their own style with great effort due to the lack of musical equipment. They only have 4-track mixer and it demands great effort to get the recording. Anyway, they produce a music CD and I only get the music from that CD at this time.

