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Summary of Ethnography and Culture

 
Ethnographic fieldwork is an essential work of the study of cultural anthropology. Anthropologists go anywhere to get information anything about common way of thinking and behavior of specific group of people. Ethnography is a part of anthropology that deals descriptively with specific culture.

In 1965, George Hicks assimilated the people lived in an Appalachian valley to figure out the way of their life. The attitude of a student should be an essential way of such studies. If Eskimo woman went to Macalester College, she should learn how to talk, observe the way of life carefully, understand for the new culture and behave as others do.

Human experience is another factor which ethnographers should consider. A group shares cultural behavior, cultural knowledge, and cultural artifacts. The author caught up a concept of reading and he realized it is consist of cultural knowledge, behavior and artifacts. 


From a news item of Minneapolis Tribune, he recognized the same object can be accepted differently to two different groups. It is due to the diverse interpretations about an object. The cultural knowledge has two levels, Explicit culture and tacit culture. Explicit culture can be relatively easy to figure out from observation but tacit culture demands careful analysis for the implicit behavior and thinking. For example, the many pattern for the explicit culture of glider flight group with conversation but the implicit culture cannot be detected by simple methods.


Symbolic interpretation could be a tool for the acquisition for the concept of a culture. The meaning, interacting of the meaning,  and the interpretation of the meaning are the premises of symbolic interactionism. 


Inferences are the main way of culture learning. Many people observe first, make a hypothesis and establish an inference after the hypothesis has been proved. And much cultural information can be obtained by interview. Because it is interpreted from what they say.

