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E:Referee Comments(For Author and Editor)

This paper presents an algorithm for finding matrix block structure by exploring the matrix sparsity pattern.

The proposed algorithm is interesting but the paper is not very well presented. Firstly, the paper did not present an example to show why it is important to take structure information when forming a pre-conditioner (which the paper has stated in the introduction section). 

It is important to present the example as it will illustrate the motivation behind the proposed work. Secondly, the paper did not discuss the cost of locating the "split point" in a matrix; Thirdly, the paper need more citations either to justify some of its claims or for further readings. Finally, in my opinion, the current state of the paper can only be a research note rather than a full paper.

I would suggest the author to re-submit the paper for further evaluation.
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