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1a. Please print or type the name(s) and title(s) of the inventor(s)/creator(s)
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1b. Please, outline the contribution of each inventor.

Marek Podgorny: Created architectural design of the audio-video conferencing system. Provided technical and scientific guidance for the entire project and vision and ideas for continuing development. Managed all phases of the project and provided research quality assurance via extensive study of related projects. Supervised  the process of the product functional evaluation and usability analysis. 

Tomasz Stachowiak: Designed and implemented  system software. 

Numerical estimate of contributions: 

Marek Podgorny: 40%, Tomasz Stachowiak: 60%

2. Technology Title:

Buena Vista Digital Audio-Video Conferencing System

3.  Description of Technology

Computer software for desktop audio and video conferencing across different platforms.

4.  What are immediate and/or further applications of the invention

Desktop audio/video conferencing,   replacing phone conversation. A component of the distance learning and collaboratory systems.

5.  Why is the invention or creation better - more advantageous - than present technology? What problems does it solve?

The system designed in NPAC is comparable to solutions currently being offered by commercial vendors. NPAC’s system is multiplatform, i.e., it enables communication between PC and UNIX machines. Such solutions are practically non-existent today. Compared to rather popular Internet Phones, NPAC system supports multiparty conferencing, not just a peer-to-peer communication. Further, NPAC system has archival capability, i.e., it has ability to record audio and video streams, and replay them later. This capability is unique and available in any product we know about.

6.  Is work on the invention or creation continuing? Are there limitations to be overcome or other tasks to be done prior to practical application? Are there any test data? Have products, apparatus or composition, etc., actually been made and tested?

The work continues. Created software is a research prototype. Commercial application would require significant investment to improve software quality and robustness.

7.  What further research and development is necessary or desirable before showing the invention or creation to a potential industrial licensee?

The prototype can be demonstrated to potential licensees immediately.
8a. Names and addresses (if known) of potential manufacturers

Unknown. 
8b. Manufacturers presently making comparable equipment (if known)

WhitePine, Inc (product name: CU – See Me), Insoft (product name: Commuique!)

9.  Has the invention or creation been disclosed to industry representatives? If yes, please, provide details, including names of companies and their representatives. 

No.

10.  Has the invention been disclosed in an abstract, paper, talk, news story, or a thesis?

No. The only documentation is contained in  reports  written for the funding agency.

11.  Is a publication or other disclosure planned in the next four months?

No.

12.  Has there been any public use or sale of products embodying the invention? Describe giving dates:

The system has been demonstrated during public presentation for the DoD agencies.

13.  Are you aware of related developments by others? If yes, please give citations. Copies of any relevant patents or publications would be appreciated

Too many to cite.  Video conferencing  technology for Internet is a popular software development area.

14.  If the research that led to the invention was sponsored, please, complete the items below and attach a copy of the contract or agreement.


Sponsor Name: Rome Laboratory


Contract/grant number: F-30602-94-C-0256

