SCI 103 � ASTRONOMY:  GENERAL INFORMATION  and COURSE OUTLINE�PRIVATE ��





INSTRUCTOR: Raymond Dague, (o) 422-2052, (h) 422-4503





TEXT: DISCOVERING THE UNIVERSE,  Third Edition,  by William J. Kaufmann III, W. H. Freeman and Company, New York, 1993.  





You should purchase this textbook and read the required chapters as assigned by the instructor in advance of the lectures on the material.  To encourage you to do so, you will be quizzed on the readings.  Remember, a scientific text cannot be read like a novel.  It is tougher fare and requires slower reading and careful study.





COURSE CONTENT:  The material covered in SCI 103 is that presen� ted in virtually all one�semester, college�level courses in des�criptive astronomy.  Our lecture presentation covers the history of astronomy, the planetary system, the earth�moon system, our sun, stars, galaxies and cosmology. 





Since the course content is conventional, any modern text may be used for supplementary reading.  In the preparation of this course, however, the following references have been used:





Astronomy, The Evolving Universe, by Zeilik


The New Solar System, edited by Beatty & Chaikin





The OCC Media Center has an astronomy course in film strip and cassette form.   These modules may be used on occasion to teach some concepts.





LECTURES:  Much material not covered in the text will be presented in the lectures.  If at any time you don't understand a point or argument, ask that the instructor pause and ask to have it more fully explained.  Feel free to interrupt the lectures at any time (by raising your hand for recognition) and interject comments or ask questions of your own, but do so in the usual manner of raising your hand for recognition. 





You should take notes as you listen to the lectures.  It is impossible to remember the material in a science course such as this unless you take extensive and detailed lecture notes.





While the text and lectures both cover course material, they do so from different points of view.  Don't expect the lectures to explain the text.  On the other hand, the lecture sessions are the proper place to clarify any questions you may have regarding the text material.





As an additional learning resource, a copy of the instructor's lecture notes are on reserve in the library.  Feel free to refer to these notes if you miss a lecture or wish to review lecture material.  These notes are no substitute for your attendance at lectures and careful note-taking by you.





COMPUTER SOFTWARE:  During the lectures, you will see some astronomical computer demonstrations.  The software used for these demonstrations is shareware which is available free from your instructor.  To get your copy of the software, you should bring two 3.5" high density (1.4 MB) floppy disks to class.  The software requires a 386 or higher computer with VGA or higher graphics. 





PROJECT:  You will be asked to do a term project in the form of a paper entitled 'Counting the Naked Eye Stars.' This will be handed out to you at the beginning of the semester and fully explained.





EXTRA CREDIT:  For those who feel so inclined, there is a way of earning extra credit which will be applied to your grade as discretionary credit:  This will involve doing an extra paper or project relating to astronomy.  See your instructor for verification of your choice of subject.





GRADING:  During the course of the semester there will be quizzes, tests, and a final test.  The relative weight of quizzes and tests will be as indicated below.





  Quizzes � based on text and lectures    25%


  Tests � ............................    25%


  Final Test..........................    25%


  Star Counting Project...............    l5%


  Discretionary & Class Attendance....    10%


                                         l00%





Your instructor will drop the lowest quiz grade, and reserves the right of the 10% discretionary based on your extra credit projects, attend�ance, attention and general all�around effort to learn.  All quizzes & tests (except the final test) will be returned to the student for review, but may not be kept.  If a student misses a quiz or test, due to illness or unforseen circumstances, he or she shall have one week to make it up.  After one week, a grade of zero will result for that particular quiz or test.  





AIDE�MÉMOIRE:  To all quizzes, tests and to the final examination you may bring one sheet of paper, no larger than 8.5 x 11 inches, on which may be written any notes you consider might be useful.  Such a note sheet  must be individual  in the sense that  you may not share your neighbor's any more than you should copy his/her answers on an exam.  Any copying of this type will automatically result in a zero on any quiz or test.





ATTENDANCE:  Your instructor expects the same attendance from his students as they expect of him.  The discretionary factor mentioned above may be used to penalize absenteeism.
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