4345 City Lights Terrace

1) House Heating and Cooling:
2 systems each with own air conditioner and gas heater. All of these were purchased in the last 6 years as they replaced original electric heat pumps that were inadequate in winter. Mel Shapess put systems in and I use them to check out equipment once or twice a year (when one changes mode). They have quite reasonable 24 hour emergency service and are friendly.

· Note that one heater/air-conditioner controls top floor; the other controls  basement and main floor. The controls are in master bedroom and in corridor from kitchen to "office" on main floor. There are slave controls near unfinished basement and front door.

· One should clean filters for airflow around once per year. I let Mel Shapess clean the fancy one in the basement. The clean filters for attic unit, are in the attic next to the heater. It is straightforward but fussy to change as only just fits in and tends to catch. 

· One can use several ways to control temperature. There are the 2 master and two slave controllers. 

· There are controls on every outlet which allow you to turn off(on). Note outlets are in ceiling for top floor and so are some of the inlets. Do not get confused between inlets and outlets! 

· There several ways of controlling zones with dampers on large pipes in unfinished basement. 

· There is an ingenious (my idea) fan that transfers air from basement to family room. It has an obvious control, which is usually off.

· I redid much of original system but it is not perfect. The kitchen table area does not get enough heat in winter. The east bedroom tends to be colder than other bedrooms in winter. The family room and master bedroom tend to get a lot of natural heat from windows. This makes them harder to keep cool in summer. You should perhaps bear this in mind in planning curtains or equivalent.

· I once asked Entherm to evaluate house for leaks/bad insulation and airflow through vents. They did some fancy tests but never gave me a report. One could repeat this with a more reliable person/company.

2) Water Heater (gas)
I do nothing to maintain this, which was installed by Mel Shapess. The fan at top was replaced once (by Shapess) and can be noisy.

3) Water Filters
There are two small Sears filters which need to be replaced every now and then. You can buy filters for them from Sears and should get a coarse filter for filter nearer to supply; get finest filter for second unit. This makes filter use more uniform. It is not difficult to change -- turn valve at top of filter to shut off water; remove bottom receptacle with custom wrench; discard dirty filter; wash and clean receptacle; insert new filter; replace receptacle tightening by hand; carefully rotate valve at top and check no leaks (i.e. that you tightened enough). If water flow in house seems poor, usual reason is clogged filter. Note "high volume" garden water supply is taken before  filters. The two conventional garden spigots are after filters. 

4) Water Conditioner
This is a simple unit which only requires adding salt to blue unit when low. If you do not use this, you will get white deposit in dishwasher, baths etc. The salt comes from Kissane and I order in units of 8 bags (about $11 each). Be sure to be home when they deliver as they will (freely) deliver to basement. The bags are heavy and it is tiresome doing oneself.
There is a simple electrical controller for conditioner, which controls when and how it operates. Unfortunately the timer has no battery backup and so every time power goes off, the clock is reset and so it operates at non optimal time. I don't bother with this

5) Pool Heater
I use Mel Shapess to check out. Probably should run every now and then to avoid junk (bee nests) etc. building up if unused for several months. It has a separate timer/on-off device in Garage to South-East next to small door

6) Pool Pump
This is controlled by a nearby timer under the patio. You need to change/remove 9 volt battery at beginning/end of Pool season. There is a timer in basement electric closet which I used to use to control Pool pump. The pump has a brand new motor.

7) Pool General
This was installed by Canon pools who are rather flaky. Jeff Lemon who still works there was in charge. When we used pool regularly, I used solar blankets to preserve heat although I was never very successful in getting swimmers to replace. The blankets need to be replaced but reels are fine. One does the lap pool and the other the diving pool. One can buy two standard sizes from Canon but I forget what these were. 

8) Raccoons
Every 3 years or so, raccoons discover the garage. One can recognize this from trash cans being knocked over or cat food being gobbled up quickly. One can also see them of course. There are some possible problems with Rabid animals in Onondaga county and I recommend calling Critter Solutions at 682-. They will set traps and catch the raccoons. Usually this is a single animal but once a raccoon family decided to set up a nest near the house.

9) Other animals
There are of course lots of deer, turkeys, ground-hogs, rabbits. Ground-hogs do build big nests underground which I just fill up. Only had to do this twice. The deer and possibly other animals nibble many things you would rather they would not nibble. The deer like (or are willing if hungry) to eat most of the evergreens and many deciduous trees. Deer and possibly wild turkeys LOVE lilies -- whether day-lilies or Asiatic.  I recommend completing protection for the "tall evergreens" where the deer damage is clear. I comment later on tradeoffs in protecting lilies.

10) Birds
I recommend emptying the birdhouses each year although this is not essential. Most of the birdhouses are aimed at bluebirds (central New York bird of thrush family -- male is blue) but tree swallows use same nests. I have had bluebirds nest each year. You will find two old bird feeders in the garden and birdseed in trash can at northwest corner of garage. In the past I have had several more feeders and especially in "spring" these attract lots of birds. As always other animals are a problem and the feeder next to septic inspection port has a wire cover to protect food.

11) Ponds
There are two ponds linked by a small natural stream (which however drains into general area of man made pond -- not into pond itself. The natural pond is fed by a spring at northeast corner. I have "extended" pond into direction of spring without learning very much. The spring dries up in hot summers but feeds pond and stream through mid summer. The natural pond requires no upkeep other than clean up implied by aesthetic issues. I have some years refilled this natural pond if the hot summer evaporates much of pond and dries up spring. This probably makes a lily I planted and the frogs happier. The man made pond requires more attention but this is not difficult. The pond was put in by Mueller farms -- a creative friendly but unreliable organization. Tedd understands everything. The following points need to be addressed

· winterizing: move plants to deeper water; switch off and drain pump.
Algae: These form in early summer and need to be addressed. Current solution (some environmentally friendly bacteria) does not seem perfect as pool is rather murky. Shop recommends a different solution based on underwater plants. Some research could be helpful here. 

· Filling pond: The pond evaporates a bit in dry spells (no rain for a week) and I refill using hose that is laid along bed of "stream".

· Pump: Canon pools claims pump is not powerful enough -- but they would of course make money from selling us a new pump. One should check that pump is running (i.e. that water is flowing on falls). If the water is not flowing, then there are at least 3 reasons:

· The electricity is off. Look at other items or check circuit breaker

· There is an air leak  -- either in connecting tube or joints. This caused us great pain once but Tedd tracked it down.

· Most likely: the pump inlet is jammed. Historically this has been due to Maple leaves accumulated in fall or mis-controlled algae. Tedd knows how to fix this and there are suitable wading boots to use in the workshop. Note pump inlet lives in an ingenious bucket of stones to keep inlet clear of bottom.

· A fear is a tear in liner. This could be due to "old age", deer or children wading with rough shoes. Monitor water level for this

· Fish require no work.

· Plants require monitoring water level and winterizing.

12) Kitchen Equipment: These were gotten from Modern Kitchens who are expensive for repairs. I have used Sears recently for refrigerator but they now only offer repair and not a maintenance agreement. One should keep the filter at top of refrigerator clean -- this being dirty caused me a problem. I have had no problem with range or dishwasher and the only difficulty with oven was probably a carry over from incorrect installation and has not recurred. The garbage disposer comes from Sears and replaced previous units.

