I highly recommend Jan-Jan Wu for promotion to Associate Research Fellow. She has successfully built on and extended her well-regarded thesis work from Yale University. I see that she presents a very clear and well thought through overall research plan. Her work shows several capabilities

1. Understanding of state of the art research issues in her field

2. Implementation of significant software systems

3. Understanding of the importance of working with applications to motivate and test her work

4. Maintaining a sound fundamental mathematical basis for her work

Few researchers are able to meld these characteristics in a balanced fashion but Dr. Wu appears to do this very successfully. I particularly liked her work on virtual global data structures – an area where several distinguished people have tried to make progress. Her concentration on two important areas (trees and meshes) is a smart move. Her paper on parallel Barnes Hut method for particle dynamics illustrates nicely the breadth of her work – covering practical applications and computer science theory.

Jan-Jan Wu clearly meets the standards of excellence for any University and I would rate her in the top 10% of her peers. She is superior to fine scientists such as Barbara Chapman (Houston) and Chuck Koelbel (Rice).
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Fox is an expert in the use of parallel architectures and the

development of concurrent algorithms.  He has led activities to

develop prototype high performance Java and Fortran compilers and their

runtime support. NPAC has pioneered use of CORBA and Java for both

collaboration and distributed computing. He helped set up the Java

Grande forum to encourage use of Java in large scale computations.

Fox is a proponent for the development of computational science and its 

follow on "Internetics" as an academic discipline and a scientific method.

He has established at Syracuse University both graduate and undergraduate 

programs in these areas.  All course have been made available on the Web 

and his research includes HPCC technology to support education at both K-12 and

University level. His research on parallel computing has focused on

development and use of this technology to solve large scale

computational problems -- such as numerical relativity and earthquake

prediction.  Fox directs InfoMall, which is focused on accelerating the

introduction of high speed communications and parallel computing into

New York State industry and developing the corresponding software and

systems industry.  A recent set of activities center on Web

collaboration technology and its application to an integrated approach
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