<Please use paper with official letterhead>

<Your Address here>                                            

To: Immigration and Naturalization Service

Dear Madam/Sir:

This letter is in support of Dr. Gregor von Laszewski's application for permanent residency in the U.S. via the outstanding researcher category.

I am currently the Eppes Professor of Computer Science at Florida State University and associate director of the School for Computational Science and Information Technology. I spent 10 years at Syracuse as Professor of Computer Science and Physics and as director of a major computer science laboratory with a budget of about 4 million dollars per year. I spent 20 years at the California Institute of Technology in Pasadena where I was Professor and Associate Provost for computing. My work in physics and computer science is recorded in over 400 published papers and 3 books. My areas of expertise include parallel computing, Web technologies, computational physics and distance education. I am a fellow of the American Physical Society and an editor of a respected journal in computational science.

Gregor von Laszewski studied for his PhD thesis at Syracuse University and I of course knew his work well in this period from 1991 to 1996 while I was his adviser. Dr. von Laszewski is a highly talented scientist and I have followed much of his work since he went to Argonne National Laboratory. This work has covered many areas including research in Grid technologies, remote structural biology and microtomography, and development of the Metacomputing Directory Service. Further he has performed exemplary work for the community with his leadership role in the Grid Forum and Datorr work group. All of this work has exhibited innovation and professionalism that is the hallmark of a truly outstanding researcher. Dr. von Laszewski has deservedly become internationally recognized for his work in these areas, which are recognized as some of the most important in computer science as they combine key academic research issues with the best Internet technologies that are driving the US economic miracle today. I expect Dr. von Laszewski’s work to continue to benefit the US in both academic and commercial sectors. Note that I view the MCS division at Argonne National Laboratory (where Dr. von Laszewski works) as the premier research laboratory in the world for high performance computing. Thus his success and growing leadership role at Argonne is a non-trivial testimonial to the quality of his work.

I would now like to discuss Dr. von Laszewski’s work in a little more detail. Dr. von Laszewski is a very well rounded computer scientist who speaks and writes well about his work. At Syracuse, Dr. von Laszewski’s excellent thesis showed significant skills in three areas. First was the base knowledge in classic high performance computing with parallel software and algorithm expertise. Further he is very good at interacting with application scientists and our University of Maryland/NASA Goddard colleagues offered him a post-doc to continue work on their major high performance data assimilation code. Their code was a real nightmare to work with and Gregor showed persistence and talent dealing with their legacy software. Finally his thesis developed one of the first distributed computing environments with an elegant Java Interface. Since coming to Argonne, Gregor has continued his active research with again I see a nice blend of technology and application work as part of the deservedly well regarded Globus research work led by Argonne. Dr. von Laszewski gives excellent seminars, which I have enjoyed at several recent meetings. Further he is an excellent organizer and has been a leader of the Grid Forum and Datorr activities, which are setting key community standards.

In summary, Dr. von Laszewski is an exceptional scientist who is fully qualified for permanent residence as an outstanding researcher. His is a very strong application and the granting of his request will allow Dr. von Laszewski to continue his very significant contributions to US Science. He has my total unreserved support.

Please do not hesitate to contact me if additional information is required.

Yours sincerely,
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Institution

