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A U.S. Department of Education study indicates that almost half of American universities (44% in 1998) are involved in online education.  There has been a 72% increase in the number of distance education programs from 1995 to 1998.  The survey found that 1,680 institutions offered a total of about 54,000 online education courses in 1998.  Department officials suggest that the same survey conducted today “would probably show an even larger increase in the number of online courses.”  (Chronicle of Higher Education, Jan. 7, 2000).

As SURA member institutions become more involved with the development and deployment of IT courseware, we also find ourselves participants in the proliferation of a distance education network.  SURA is hosting a workshop to explore the possibility of and exchange information about a “SURA Virtual Center for Open-Source Courseware.”  A concept paper by Joe Thompson (Mississippi State University), along with his message, are attached.  Joe and Geoffrey Fox (Florida State University) are taking the lead in exploring this effort in SURA’s behalf.

I encourage you to review the paper and join us on February 28-29, 2000 in Washington, DC to discuss this concept and other related ideas.  If you know of an individual in your organization who would be an effective contributor to this discussion, please share this information with him or her.  The tentative agenda calls for a mid-day start on Monday, February 28, and wrap-up mid-afternoon on Tuesday, February 29 (see draft agenda).

Lodging is available at the Hilton Garden Inn; 815 14th Street, NW; 202-783-7800.  Call the hotel directly to reserve your room by January 27, 2000; refer to “SURA” to get the special $125/night rate.  The hotel is located within a few blocks from the SURA Headquarters where the meeting will convene.  Please notify Leslie Swindells (lswindells@sura.org or 202-408-7872) of your attendance and provide:  your name, institution, address, and phone #.

Message from Joe Thompson Regarding Workshop

Folks,

Recall that we started bounding around ideas about a SURA education initiative for DoE’s SSP (SSI) thing earlier this year.  SSP didn’t make it through Congress, but the idea of the SURA education initiative is worth hanging onto.  So here’s another stab at that in the White Paper that follows.

With the proliferation of commercial outfits bent on doing distance learning for us, maybe we in SURA might consider a collective coordinated effort to develop and share courses via open-source courseware.  With that in mind, here’s a concept brief to float with you.

Nothing special about these ideas or words - just wanted to get something down that others might work on if it makes any sense.

This spins off some stuff already going on in SURA universities, e.g. VPI’s Math Emporium, Virginia’s Advanced Technologies for Engineering Education, and of course the use of SREC to spread course info and access.  There’s other stuff also.

The idea would be to put together a mix of Federal, SURA, and institutional funding to do a major coordinated project  No implication of MSU leading:  just wanted to get the idea around for comment.

SURA has agreed to host this planning workshop to consider this - and any other related ideas for SURA-wide collaborative effort on distance learning.  So please consider coming to discuss this and related ideas.  And let me know if you would like some scheduled time to put forth some related ideas.

Geoffrey Fox, who has now moved to Florida State from Syracuse, has been involved with me in distance learning for the last four years in the DoD Programming Environment & Training (PET) program, and he will lead this workshop with me.

Hope you can come.

