Oliver Fox 

Career Questionnaire 

Elementary school art teacher 

 
As an elementary school teacher you would have to do many things such as teach young kids the early stages of art. I would be teaching them basic drawing and painting as well as other styles of art. The training usually required for this field is the successful completion of an elementary education program and bachelors in arts. There are no special licenses other than the requirements of elementary education programs given by colleges. The pay scale would be in the 25,000 range and increase with experience and time. I don’t need any special kind of skills other than to be able to deal with kids without going crazy and basic art skills. The working conditions would be your basic elementary school art room filled with kids. It would be generally a pretty safe working area. I would need an art room filled with all kinds of art supplies to be able to be an elementary school art teacher. 


A person working this job should be happy, nice, friendly, able to cope with annoying kids, and creative. They must be able to handle kids spilling stuff and be a good role model. These qualities are partially developed and partially acquired through education. There will always be job openings in this field because it is of an aspect of education that rarely changes and can’t be taken over by computer. The nature of this career is such that it will be unchanged in the next ten years or so and will be around probably for my whole lifetime.


There are not many possibilities for advancement because of the nature of the job. Its not like you can be head elementary school art teacher. The pay would increase a little with experience but not drastically. A couple related jobs are graphic designer, advertiser, and fine artist. These are all art related fields.  This job will leave plenty of time for family life and lots of free time. A part time job other might even be considered such as a fine artist. 


A couple of things I like about this job are all the free time. You would only be working during school hours leaving plenty of time to do other things. I would also love working with kids. I would like the art aspect of this job and I would love making art fun for children. I would also like the environment that I would be working in.


A couple things I would dislike about this job are the limited possibilities for advancement, the low pay, and the annoying kids spilling stuff all the time.


The working hours would be from 7 in the morning to about 3 at night with weekends and holidays off.


This career satisfies my artistic desire and my love for kids but it does not satisfy my need for advancement and the chance to make big bucks. 


Resources: various books from the career center 

