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Old verses New , Plays of the 20th Century


We have come a long way from the original black and white no sound plays of yesteryear. We have evolved from a primitive state to the modern state that we have today. Plays have gradually undergone  a makeover and have mutated and changed quite a bit. In this project we watched a few old plays and then a couple modern plays in the hope that we could see the change and evaluate the similarities and differences. We watched My Fair Lady, Sweet Chasity, and A West Side Story.  


I prefer the new genre of musicals. I find them to be more interesting to watch and a lot less boring. Everything is more complicated in a new musicals including the characters, the plot, and the scenery and settings. The choreography of the  newer musicals is more complex and thought out which adds a bit of action to the musical. The musical numbers are also a lot more interesting and complex. This all makes the new musicals more enjoyable and keeps me in tune to the musical and I don’t drift off. The new musicals are more of a reflection of my current every day life for me as the older musicals are reflective of the time period in which they were made. The newer musicals have a lot of conflicts which add entertainment and make them much more enjoyable to watch. 


There are quite a few similarities and differences between the new musicals and older musicals. The older musicals put a heavy emphasis on things such as family values and morals. The new musicals are more laid back and are more of a reflection of today’s society were family values do not really matter. A example of this is how in My Fair Lady they take a street girl and try and make her dignified and classy but in West Side Story it is about a bunch of hoodlums fighting each other. In the newer musicals the plot is developed through its songs rather than the older musicals that just repeat everything in its songs. I feel that that is why the newer musicals keep my interest rather that the older musicals were I find myself dozing off. The newer musicals have  more interesting and complex plots which add depth and interest to the paper. 


These are many of the reasons why I decided that I’d much rather sit down and watch a newer musicals than one of the older ones. I do appreciate the artistic qualities that both musicals share but If I was trying to stay awake during one of those romantic dates I’d definetly pick the newer one.

