As the leader, he ruled like what his adopted name, Stalin, means: men of steel. Steel does not care what gets in its path, as long as the job gets done. Stalin did not let moral scruples about other’s life and comfort stop him. When he needed grain, he ruthlessly took it from Siberian peasants, without a by your leave. He did not care that they might become poorer or even die from starvation. His emotions were like steel, uncaring. He threw away the lives of his shoulder against Germany’s hate filled and hated legions of soldiers that stormed into Russia with the conquest on their minds. The lives of his solders did save the country, so their deaths preserved Stalin’s seat and life. That is most likely all he thought about the deaths, that they helped him and why should not have he thought different. His acts on the peasants and all other citizens showed how much he thought of life. He thought that they were his to do what he wanted to do with. He did not only limit his terror to the lowborn peasants. In the 1930’s no one was unaffected by his terror. Stains of the deaths of former rivals and of the sweat of people justly and unjustly deported to labor camps marked those years. The people not died or in labor camps stepped lightly and either figuratively or literally lived with fear as their roommate from the secret police who sniffed out the slightest wrong in someone and reported it. He lead with an iron fist and death of others were hardly a speck on his chin, in his point of view, but he got his country through troubled times. 

Deception is a word that could have been used instead of steel in Stalin’s name meaning. In a speech delivered in 1924 called “The Party's Tasks in the Countryside” he states: “that we helped them to throw off the landlords and to obtain land, that we ended the war,” referring to the very peasants that he took grain away from. Is not landlord someone you pay to own land for? Who takes your land from you? The peasants gave their money and then have steeled from their callused, dirt covered hands the grain that kept them alive. How much better is starving to death because your leader took your food then wars the workers? How good is land if you can not keep most of what you worked out of it? Ask yourself these questions then ask whether Stalin is deceptive. If you are still not sure, let this convince you. In most of Stalin’s speeches he starts with the same word: comrades. He said this to the people who he regarded as tools for his schemes; for his own purpose. Last I checked comrade means an intimate friend or associate or fellow solder. He called people who may have ended up stains on an executor’s ax comrades. He called people who probably lived with a ubiquitous fear of his secret police that. If you still are not sure let us examine the way he got into his power. He first became allies, Grigory Zinovyev and Kamenev to help him get ride of his arch rival. Once that was taken care of, he switch allies to Nikolay Bukharin and Aleksey Rykov and went against the two other men. As you in all hope see, Stalin was as deceptive as he needed to be to rule like he did and to take care of himself.     

