Ever since the 1960’s, Physician Assistants have been here. The original idea behind them—that there should be people without medical knowledge prior to their training that could do such tasks as stitching, IV treatment, and other easyish things so a physician could be free to do harder, more complex things—was proposed by Dr. Charles L. Hudson in 1960. That idea wasn’t acted upon until 1965 when the first training program started at Duke University Medical Center. Since then, many programs have bloomed all around the country and PA’s (Physician Assistant) have become a important part of the society and medical field.

PA’s duties all involve freeing up a doctors time. They usually do such duties as take medical histories, Perform patient examinations, diagnose, order and interpret diagnostic testing, treat patients, prescribe medications, suture wounds, set fractures, counsel on preventative health, and assist in surgical procedures. They sometimes do other things, but that is basically it.

Since there is a high demand for PA’s, they can make a lot of money. The usual starting salary is 40,000 to 45,000 dollars for a year. The average salary for a year is 53,000. Eighty five percent of all PA’s receive 30,000 to 65,000 dollars in pay a year. Some PA’s even make 100,000 dollars. Too bad for the PA’s in the government, they only receive around 39,600 a year. That is what PA’s receive in salary a year.

A PA’s training is tough and intense. It usually lasts for about two years. The first year is spent on basic sciences—anatomy, pharmacology, physiology, microbiology, and pathophysiology. The next year is spent in clerkship and preceptorships. The doctor that the student teams up for some of that year usually becomes the student’s employer upon the student’s graduation from training. Training for PA’s is harsh and fast paced and leaves slackers in the dust.

I had never heard of this profesion before—maybe because I try my hardest to make the doctor’s visits to end as soon as I get there—but they do sound like a useful job. They interest me because who would have thought people wanted to be them, a doctor’s right hand man instead of an actual doctor. I bet they have an interesting job.

I wouldn’t choose this job. Ya know why? Because I hate the icky sight of blood and the job sounds like it involves blood. Anyway, I already have to many chooses already. 

