ERDC MSRC PET Interim Report June 2001

Title: Collaborative Portals for Training and Computational Science

Organization: Florida State University (Indiana University)

Lead(s) (or Principal Investigator(s)): Geoffrey Fox

Objective: Develop the Garnet Collaboration System for use in DoD training. This involves IMS/ADL compliance, and integration with HearMe and the Access Grid. The system will be tested in a class starting August 2001.

Accomplishments: We have completed the first version of Garnet and its full integration with HearMe. This has been demonstrated and is being used in distance collaborations. This system has the same basic capabilities of Tango, WebEx, Centra and Placeware but an architecture allowing significant enhancements. These include access by personal digital assistants, integration with XML based learning management systems (LMS) and shared export to advanced formats. We have demonstrated access from a Compaq iPAQ and the sharing of SVG files exported from PowerPoint and Adobe Illustrator.


We somewhat changed priorities in this effort to focus on those needed for the Information Technology class to be taught using this system starting in August. 
Plans: We are focusing on the needs of the August class, which will use Access Grid Systems at Indiana, ERDC and Jackson State University. We are preparing some material in SVG (Adobe Illustrator) as well as PowerPoint used for most of the material. We are developing a general PowerPoint to SVG converter.


We do not expect all components of the system to be operational on the first day of the class – the Access Grid installations are particularly high risk. However we have enough backups to guarantee an ability to deliver classes.

Problems: We have some concerns about the disruption caused by our move from FSU to Indiana. It takes a little while to transfer funds and write subcontracts (from FSU to Indiana). ERDC has been very responsive in this regard and we thank them for this.

