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Title: Modular Collaborative Environment

Organization: Florida State University (Indiana University)

Lead(s) (or Principal Investigator(s)): Geoffrey Fox

Objective: This effort will support and help design the Access Grid Development at JSU and ERDC MSRC.   We will also give access to low end desk top audio systems – in the SOW we noted that the systems from HearMe and Lipstream are viewed as best but there are rapid developments in the VOIP (Voice over IP) field which could change this evaluation. See below for demonstration of this.

The goal is to be in a position to offer a graduate level computational science course to the ERDC Graduate Institute and JSU in the fall of 2001.  
Accomplishments: We have an operational HearMe system. Access Grids are complete at FSU (two units with one to be shipped to Indiana) and in process at ERDC and JSU. We arranged for a tutorial at the NCSA Access Center and will support the ERDC/JSU installation either from Indiana staff (transferring from FSU) or NCSA/Argonne.

Plans: We will evaluate alternatives such as CUSeeMe to HearMe (a previous competitor used by WebX – namely Lipstream, has closed doors). We are not certain if we should move the FSU HearMe system to Indiana or purchase an equivalent or superior system at Indiana. We will continue integration of Garnet and Access Grid and work on support needed for class this fall. The “room” at Indiana where we will put the Access Grid permanently may not be ready until around the end of August.
Problems: We have some concerns about the disruption caused by our move from FSU to Indiana. It takes a little while to transfer funds and write subcontracts (from FSU to Indiana). ERDC has been very responsive in this regard and we thank them for this.


As discussed above we do not expect all systems to be go on day one but we do expect to be able offer an interesting class with technology that is good and will improve as semester progresses.
