Comment Resolution for CCPE:C535

Referee 1 

E: Referee Comments (For Author and Editor)

------------------------------

Good paper presenting not only Ecce but gives also some general topics to mention for building PSEs.

1) Some parts of the paper gives statements, that should be provided with further information, for example, references to other documents. In particular:

a) Section 3.3, paragraph 4: Why does RSL not provide the necessary customization, what is missing?

Some specific examples of script customization have been added.

b) Section 3.3, paragraph 9: What deficiencies do existing protocols have, what are your requirements?

The next sentence says “We believe extensions are required in three areas.” followed by three separate paragraphs expressing our most important requirements.  The lead in sentence was modified to make the structure more obvious to the reader.

2) As the paper presents an very application-related PSE, I suggest to add a 'typical' screenshot of Ecce. 

Good idea.  A collage picture representing several tools has been added to section 2.

3) Also the paper should say something about the availability of the Ecce environment (Is it free? Can it be used by others? Can it be downloaded?)
This information has been added to the Summary section.

Referee 2
E: Referee Comments (For Author and Editor)

------------------------------

The paper presents an alternative to browser-based problem solving environments and provides an interesting case study of redesigning a "legacy" PSE to use web and grid technologies.  Overall, the paper had a very strong discussion of data management and information services, which deserve publication and dissemination to the grid computing environment community.

I recommend the following addition/clarification to the paper:

1. Security discussions are sprinkled throughout the paper.  The paper would benefit from a single section describing Ecce's security infrastructure and future services to be used, such as Akenti.

Section 3.5 entitled “Security” was added.

Referee 3
E: Referee Comments (For Author and Editor) 

The paper describes the design and implementation of a prototype system 

which provides high-level middleware services that incorporate lightweight services that can be incorporated into problem-solving environments, portals, etc. The paper is well organized and fits to the overall theme of the special issue.

