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Overview:

This paper presented the MyPYTHIA knowledge based recommendation system, aimed at maintaining information about grid-oriented large-scale applications. Applications are controlled via a simple and comprehensive web portal based on the phpMyAdmin project. The portal gives access to MySQL databases through the use of PHP scripts. After presenting the motivations for a recommendation and knowledge-based systems, the paper describes the structure of the Database that maintains applications information. It then presents a case study and some typical applications. 

Organization:

The overall paper is well presented and easy to read. A “discussion” subsection in the final section is missing.

Technical Content:

The overall description of the transition to a fully web-enabled application (from PYTHIA and PYTHIA II) and the use of an XML-like structure for importing data seem like the right direction. However, a discussion on the advantages and drawbacks of using PHP and MySQL as opposed to other Programming Languages/Database system pairs (C, Perl, Python…/PostgreSQL, Oracle…) would be very informative and interesting given that PHP and MySQL are not typically used when it comes to processing speed and handling very large relational databases. The description of the MyPYTHIA application is very detailed and precise however, the overall goals and what is actually achieved is not clear - the section might be broken down into a “higher-level goals to achieve” and “technical description” subsections.

Innovation:

Enabling such a recommendation system on the web is the real contribution of this work. The definition of the fields and tables of the database is valuable information that can help scientific application developers to better structure the requirements of their work. Ease of use and the actual usage by scientists is the point that MyPYTHIA now raises.

References:

PHP, MySQL, Apache and phpMyAdmin are mentioned in a footnote but not present in the references section.

Recommendations & Presentation changes: 

What seems to be missing is a scenario diagram showing simply and clearly what a user could request and what he/she would get by describing at a high-level the different steps taken to obtain a result.

