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D: Referee Comments (For Editor Only) 

The paper is technically sound, but also readable by people not very proficient in the field of grid computing. It is relevant to this special issue. The abstract, introduction, figures and bibliography are adequate, and the paper organization is good. 

E: Referee Comments (For Author and Editor)  

The paper describes GridPort, a toolkit for building grid portals, and some  application specific grid portal built using GridPort. Internally GridPort exploits the Globus grid infrastructure as middleware. The portals described are provided with the majority of the Globus system capabilities with the exception of the new Replica Management mechanism, and provide an easy to use interface to different kind of scientists. The implementation relies on HTML and perl scripts. The approach promotes both rapid prototyping and reuse, as demonstrated by the application portals that have been build in a few weeks using GridPort. Fundamental capabilities for a grid portal like job submission, monitoring and data transfer are provided, however the presentation does not cover sufficiently how the scheduling is done (user driven or automatic?). The section on the web services architecture is extremely relevant and presents key concepts for grid portals future directions. Also important is the access for mobile users using wireless devices.

F: Presentation Changes

The paper is written in a clear, concise style; it is easy to read and well organized. A section with details on scheduling should be added.

Abstract, last sentence: ...system that being studied... should be ...system that is being studied...

Section 1, last sentence: same Abstract correction

Section 1.2, first sentence: ...that the creation of new portals...should be: ...that new portals...

Section 2, last paragraph, first sentence: ... on the same system are use the same...should be: ...on the same system use the same...

Section 2.4, second paragraph, third sentence: ...developing portals to this system...should be: ...developing portals with this system...

Section 4.1, first paragraph, third sentence: Figure 3 should be Figure 7

Section 5, first paragraph, third sentence: We find should be we found

Figures 5,6,7 are not clearly readable.

Figure 1 shows GSI-FTP as "future", but the paper says it is already used in GridPort.

