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Conclusions

We have demonstrated that the combination of web-based curriculum, centralized lecturer and distributed mentors is effective at K-12,Undergraduate and graduate level. (ref. Earlier work). Both the collaboration software and the network linkage are less robust than one would like but they are adequate and can be expected to improve quite rapidly. Thus we expect that our approach to education will tend to become more attractive in the future.

Collaboration systems like TangoInteractive also support shared simulations at the client (e.g. shared interactive Java applets) or server (e.g. the NCSA Biology Workbench with shared form input). We anticipate testing the same model with more sophisticated instructional material – in particular in web-based science courses. Here again we should be able to help disseminate new curriculum and simultaneously train teachers and students.

