Trip Report:

MIT Java Day September 25 1998 http://www.npac.syr.edu/users/gcf/jgmitsept98/index.html
CMU Java Day September 26 1998

Local Copy of Announcement with abstracts and Speaker Bios

 http://www.npac.syr.edu/users/gcf/jgcmusept98/index.html
I joined a team from Sun at meetings in Boston and Pittsburgh formally aimed at MIT and CMU but open to the local community. These two Java days were essentially identical and your reporter only has two separate talks as his laptop broke on the morning of the second day and the talk had to be recreated from memory. My presentations were on Java Grande (http://www.javagrande.org) prosaically termed “Java in High Performance Computing” in the program. These talks discussed why and how Java could become the language of choice for High Performance/Scientific and Engineering Computing. My talk was as much aimed at the Sun participants as the university audiences. Java needs a few key changes to allow it to be used as a core Grande computing language. I discussed those community activities that can both spur Sun to make changes and develop infrastructure (such as Java scientific libraries) of importance.

Perhaps more important than the details of the Sun talks (I was the only non-Sun employee talking) were the topics chosen. Presumably these reflect Sun’s view as to the critical and most exciting Java topics. The audience was presumably typical of the cream of future Sun employees.

Bud Tribble started the day off and chose the future of Java in consumer products – from Smartcards to automobiles. Key basic technologies described were JINI  (the fascinating new distributed resource management infrastructure by Ken Arnold), Enterprise JavaBeans (server side building blocks by Mark Hapner) and Security (by Li Gong). A major application talk described JAIN (Java Advanced Intelligent Network) which is designed for telecommunication industry and should enable nonproprietary switch technology. The final talk came from Lew Tucker (Originally from Thinking Machines but now at JavaSoft. Lew is responsible for JavaSoft’s relations with small businesses and described JDC – the Java Developer Connection. This is a group of one million developers interacting electronically to give self-help within a rich information resource. There is an interesting currency – Duke dollars – which you use to reward people who help you. Developers become famous from the posted tally of Duke dollars earned from their colleagues. This strategy could it seems be adopted by other organizations like the NSF PACI universities.
