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     Washington DC 20546-0001

I enclose a short article, which inter alia describes our work in command and control using a so-called collaboratory framework TangoInteractive. This allows crisis managers to share maps (with information superimposed), visualizations of simulations, background web pages etc. Although we developed the system for command and control and demonstrated it for crisis management, currently our major effort is using it in distance education. Teachers working with students involve comparable technologies to crisis managers working with first responders in the field. The latter would have specialized shared applications such as geographical information systems (which we developed). Our original work did also have shared weather simulations (lake effect snow using modification of Tornado code from Oklahoma) which would be naturally replaced by the earthquake and/or flood or other simulations. TangoInteractive allows results (visualizations) to be shared by decision-makers. It provides all the general tools – white board, chat, shared web pages – which augment domain specific shared applications.

