Comments on Thesis

So good news is that I think that you have essentially all the key material but I still feel that some changes are essential

Minor Changes

1) Title should not be “NEATTOOLS-A FINE-GRAINED DATA FLOW NETWORK PROGRAMMING ENVIRONMENT” but rather something like “ARCHITECTURE OF FINE-GRAINED DATA FLOW NETWORK PROGRAMMING ENVIRONMENTS”

2) The price of NeatTools is not a relevant advantage of it (compared say to LabView) as that reflects a marketing (and support decision) and not the architecture.

3) CORBA is sometimes misspelt COBRA

4) Software should (where many lines together) should either be put in appendix or in table or figure.

5) The English would still benefit from substantial editing

The major problem is illustrated by the first sentence:

This thesis focuses on a new way of constructing a data flow visual programming environment : NeatTools. 

As in my suggested title change, this should read:

This thesis focuses on the architecture of data flow visual programming environment. We build an experimental system NeatTools to test and verify key concepts. Although the system and architecture considerations are general, we use software support for assistive interfaces as the main motivation for and testbed for our ideas.

The thesis should be organized something like the following:

· Abstract and section 1 with obvious modifications implied by focus on general architecture rather than particular implementation.

· Current chapters 9 and an introduction to current section 13 as a discussion of issues tackled in thesis 

· Summary of NeatTools implementation as now described in sections 10 and 14.2

· Detailed design considerations of NeatTools – chapters 2 to 8

· NeatTools implementation – rest of material now in sections 10 and 14.2 – leave section 14.2.4.1 and following in appendix

· Experiments – section 11

· Conclusions 12,13

