Fox Family


4345 City Lights Terrace


Jamesville


NY 130789658


 Home Telephone 3156827945


 Business       3154432163





Geoffrey Fox father age 50 (Birthday June 7)


Oliver age 13(Birthday Feb. 14), Pamela age 10(11 on June 24),


Heather age 10(Birthday March 11).





To our next au pair,





We started with our first au pair in June 1993 and this arrangement has been very enjoyable and successful . Our first au pair, Sigi was from Germany and currently we have Zoe from England. I believe both would be happy to talk to you and both had a good time here! At the end of this essay we combine their recommendations and list some of the reasons why Syracuse is fun for an au pair!





Our family is a little uncertain as my wife Rosemary suffers from depressions with associated rages. She is currently living away from the rest of the family and we have a protection order which implies that she only sees us and visits the home when we agree to it. She has therapy with an excellent doctor and maybe she will get over these difficulties and return to the house.


Currently it is a busy time at school with Little League baseball in the evening and plenty of other activities. The children are each learning a different musical instrument -- guitar(Oliver), drum(Pamela), flute(Heather). Syracuse only has a short time when the weather is warm and school is in session -- very different from Southern California where we lived until 1990. After school ends(June 23),  the pace of activities will be slower!


Geoffrey, age 50, has a hectic job in charge of a university department with some eighty employees. It develops new computer technology for business. He travels as part of this job as he needs to keep abreast of the latest developments in the field. At home, he enjoys the 7 acres of land that the 5200 square foot house is located on. During May, gardening is demanding as it is the (only) time to plant many things including vegetables. There is plenty of wildlife -- deer, woodchucks, rabbits, and birds of all types. He needs more exercise.


Oliver is 13, in seventh grade and not doing nearly as well in school as he could. He loves skateboarding, skiing , video games ,watching television , playing sports and meeting friends. He likes visits to shopping malls even when he does not buy anything. He just added a Bass guitar to his electric guitar. He lacks the self confidence to do as well as he could in some areas. He is talented at drawing.


Pamela is nearly 11, in fifth grade, and doing excellently at school. She likes various crafts and is quite creative. She loves gymnastics and this year is taking cartooning lessons. She is making a lot of jewelry. Her reading level is very high and like her father needs glasses after reading too much in bed!


Heather is 10, in third grade, and doing better in school although her speech and writing still need improvement. She needs some help after school to improve her skills in these basic areas. Heather plays well with Pamela and over the summer both will enjoy the swimming pool we have. Heather is pretty friendly and she is the only child who likes gardening where she helps with seeding.


During school (September--June), the day begins at 6.30 with Oliver and Pamela leaving first on the 7.15 bus to the middle school. Heather leaves at 8 am for the elementary school. The children return on the school bus at around 3.30 p.m. or sometimes an hour later (you sometimes have to pick them up) if there is after school activity(sports, dance, scouts etc.)The kids go to bed between 8.30 and 9.30 p.m.


Geoffrey is good at cooking but this is unappreciated by the children. They like clear well defined food with no unclear (tasty) mixtures. Pamela and Oliver both make supper occasionally as well baking cookies and brownies.


We have an excellent IBM compatible PC as well as an Apple Macintosh with good educational and entertainment software. There is World Wide Web and Internet connection. We have two television sets served by a good cable selection. The au pair can use one of these which is next to your bedroom.


Geoffrey is keen on photography and Pamela is showing some interest. Note Geoffrey is from England and spent the first half of his life (undergraduate and graduate with Ph.D. in physics) in Cambridge. He is very good at chess, reasonable at bridge but rarely plays nowadays.


We live in a block of large houses, mainly populated by doctors and executives. One is near to nature with many small woods and the villages(Jamesville, Manlius) are two to three miles away. Syracuse and Dewitt are larger and 15 minutes by car. It is somewhat hilly and so energetic for biking; we use a car to get around as there is no easy public transportation.


We have a separate car for the au pair which you can use both to carry children and for your personal affairs. Sigi recommends the musicals, opera, cinemas, theaters and museum. Zoe also recommends the night-clubs and will leave notes on the good places for young people to meet. She also notes that Boston, New York City, Toronto and Buffalo (Niagra Falls) can be driven easily in a day trip. There are a pretty good collection of restaurants in Syracuse from various nations. Skiing is easy in the winter and most years snow is on the ground for many months and cross country is available outside our door! Horseback riding can be found in several stables. During the summer our swimming pool is fun to use. You will have plenty of time to explore these attractions during the day and on weekends.


We think an au pair could find this an interesting and challenging experience. We have been very happy with our two au pairs. The au pair should like the setting and opportunities. Hopefully these are apparent from submitted material.  





Geoffrey Fox April 21,95


