It is my pleasure to support the nomination of John Rice for the Turing award. I will do this from my computational science background and cannot comment authoritatively on his distinguished record in mathematical software.


John Rice has been a colleague of mine in two areas -- both of which he has pioneered. These are computational science educational programs and Problem Solving Environments. I have also had the pleasure of working with a student from his group, Nikos Chrisochoides while he was a postdoc at Syracuse. 


Rice has always anticipated important developments and this is illustrated by his seminal articles on computational science in 1994-1995 (See in particular his paper in IEEE Comp. Sci & Engr.). He has pioneered the concept of Problem Solving Environments and his high level systems built around ELLPACK were several years ahead of the current activities (such as mine!) which are successfully deploying systems built on the principles Rice's research and early workshops first articulated. His uses of Artificial Intelligence techniques and high level PDE formulations still essentially have no competition.


Rice's deep scholarship and many innovations merit the Turing award.
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