Copying files to the NPAC electronic archive

All NPAC technical reports need to be properly archived so that people within NPAC can use them as a resource in preparing reports, proposals, review articles, etc. This will allow us to keep up-to-date in document presentation technologies, i.e. it will allow us to convert old documents to HTML, or any future standards that might arise.

The idea here is that EVERYTHING that goes into making up an SCCS document will be copied into a directory set aside for that document. This includes Latex, Word, Publisher, etc files, PostScript versions of included figures, the raw figure-making program files (xfig, IslandDraw, gnuplot, or whatever) that were used to create the figures, Bibtex files, etc etc etc. If it is a complicated document, some kind of README or Makefile would be useful, to explain how the final PostScript file was created from all the other stuff.

These documents will be placed in a restricted-access directory that has read and write access only for NPAC project leaders, so it will hopefully be safe from people ‘‘borrowing’’ or tampering with files. It will NOT be made available over the Web or ftp. It is purely for internal use by NPAC project leaders.

Project leaders are responsible for copying all their documents into the archive. Students can get their project leaders to do this, or email webmaster@npac.syr.edu and the webmasters will do it for them. The procedure is pretty simple. Here’s and example of how to do it for SCCS-678:

  cd /usr/local/archives/restricted/pl/docs

  cd sccs/0/6/7/8

  cp ~paulc/papers/mynewpaper/* .

/usr/local/archives/restricted/pl/docs is the root directory for the archive. If the paper is

SCCS-678, it will be stored in subdirectory sccs/0/6/7/8. Note that the number must be specified by 4 digits. Since a flat directory structure is not scalable, a heirarchical dec-tree structure has been created which is simple to use, by just putting / between all the digits of the SCCS number.

Once you move to the target directory, just copy over all the files from wherever they are stored in your home or project directory. Try to put any irrelevant stuff that may be lurking in the directory holding your paper into a subdirectory that is not copied.

A script will be created that periodically checks all the directories for content, and makes a list of what documents are present in the archive, which will be put in

/usr/local/archives/restricted/pl/docs/sccs/Index.

PDC, Feb 1 1995.