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NEW SUN OFFERINGS JUMPSTART ".COM" STARTUPS AND ACCELERATE RAMP TO

REVENUE

 

Sun Startup Essentials for Development Offers Tailored Solutions And

Flexible Financing to Help Online Startups Succeed

 

BOSTON, Nov. 10 /PRNewswire/ -- Websourcing '99 Conference & Expo --

Sun Microsystems, Inc. (Nasdaq: SUNW - news) today announced the first

in a series of new offerings targeted at the burgeoning number of

Internet, or ``.com'' startup companies, including e-businesses,

independent software vendors (ISVs), application creators, and service

providers (SPs) who deliver their products or services online. Sun is

the only company with a comprehensive program, and set of products and

services dedicated to .com startups of all kinds. Laying the foundation

for a broad community of startups, the new Sun Developer Connection(SM)

Startup Essentials(SM) offering provides .com companies the opportunity

to jumpstart their online businesses and accelerate their time to

revenue. Demonstrating its commitment to help Internet startups

throughout their business lifecycle, Sun also announced a new worldwide

field organization focused exclusively on .com startups and a variety

of financing programs designed to enable early business success.

We understand what .com startups need to take full advantage of the

phenomenal market growth anticipated for hosted application and network

services,'' said Edward Zander, president and chief operating officer

of Sun Microsystems, Inc. ``Sun is committed to help them launch and

deploy their online services as cost-effectively and quickly as

possible. The new breed of startups are moving at Internet speed and

are launching their companies within months, not years. Sun has the

expertise to markedly accelerate their time to market.''

 

Tailored Bundles For Startups

Sun's Startup Essentials offers a number of products and services that

provide a comprehensive set of tools, resources and information to the

Internet startup community. Qualified startups can take advantage of

the various computer systems and software products, developer tools,

training and co-marketing opportunities, as well as technical support

and access to Sun's team of world-class software engineers. Sun Startup

Essentials bundles will become available initially in the U.S. in late

November 1999, and available worldwide in the first half of 2000.

 

The new bundles, specially priced and configured for startup's

development, include systems ranging from the Sun Ultra(TM) 5

workstation through the Sun Enterprise(TM) 4500 server, as well as Sun

StorEdge(TM) 1000 or 3500 arrays. In addition to computer systems, Sun

provides the baseline infrastructure software startups need for rapid

development. A comprehensive suite of Internet tools, including

iPlanet(TM) Webtop and SecureNet(TM), as well as Directory, Messaging,

Web and Application servers from the Sun-Netscape Alliance, are core

components of the Sun Startup Essentials bundles. Additional software

shipped with the bundles includes Developer Essentials software

featuring the Solaris(TM) 7 Operating Environment, Java(TM) Jumpstart,

Java2 standard edition, and Code Warrior Professional(TM).

 

Because Sun recognizes that startups require much more than hardware

and software, Startup Essentials also includes vouchers for Sun .Com

Consulting and Sun Education Services.

 

Worldwide Field Organization Dedicated to Startup.Com Companies

 

Leading the charge to become the trusted advisor for .com companies,

Sun's new startup .com field organization will act in a consultative

role and will be compensated on building and growing relationships with

Internet startups. Unlike competitive sales organizations, which often

do not provide full account management and technical support to

startups, Sun's account teams will assist startup .com companies in

rapid development and deployment of their enterprises, while minimizing

the risk often associated with launching Internet businesses. This new

Sun startup .com organization is worldwide, with coverage in the U.S.,

Europe and Asia. One of the startup .com field organization's key tasks

is to establish relationships between startup .com companies and other

Sun technology partners providing development tools, software

infrastructure, and hosting services, and is intended to speed the

startup's business lifecycle.

 

>Sun Offers Flexible Financing for Startup .Com Companies

 

Sun's new flexible financing options are designed to match a startup's

unique business model, offering aggressive terms, which allow

qualifying startup .com companies to conserve cash during their initial

development and pilot phases. A streamlined financing process will

provide accelerated approval as well as options for deferred payments

and technology refresh.

 

Sun .Com Consulting and Education Addresses Net Business Needs

 

Internet startup companies can take advantage of Sun .Com Consulting

services and workshops, which will provide architecture and

infrastructure blueprints for developing, piloting and deploying .com

applications. As part of the Sun Startup Essentials offering, Sun

Professional Services provides a series of workshops with consultants,

as well as a limited number of one-on-one consultations. Sun

Professional Services consultants have extensive experience in

designing and implementing a wide variety of e-business solutions, and

can assist startups with managing rapid change at Internet speed.

 

The Sun Startup Essentials offering also includes free training on the

Solaris Operating Environment to help IT staff come up to speed quickly

on the Sun platform and help prepare them for certification.

 

Sun Startup Essentials has been designed as a complement to existing

Sun initiatives and programs, including:

 

-- Startup .com development labs equipped with Sun personnel and systems

for assistance in porting from non-Sun to the Sun Solaris platform;

-- Sun's .com Competency Center in Menlo Park, Calif. with access to

Sun's technical and engineering expertise for testing pilot offerings;

-- The SunTone(SM) program, a collaborative industry effort to audit,

implement, monitor and proactively manage the quality of online

services;

-- The Sun Developer Connection, the second largest and fastest growing

developer program;

-- Co-marketing programs to drive awareness and customer demand.

Additional details about Sun's Startup Essentials offering and how to

qualify may be found on Sun's Web site at: http://www.sun.com/startup.

Startups that qualify become members of the Sun Developer Connection,

and information about that program can be found at

http://www.sun.com/developers, or by calling 800-945-6111 or

303-338-9561.

 

About Sun Microsystems, Inc.

 

Since its inception in 1982, a singular vision -- The Network Is The

Computer(TM) -- has propelled Sun Microsystems, Inc., to its position

as a leading provider of industrial-strength hardware, software and

services that power the Internet and allow companies worldwide to

``.com'' their businesses. With $12.4 billion in annual revenues, Sun

can be found in more than 170 countries and on the World Wide Web at

http://www.sun.com.

NOTE: Sun, Sun Microsystems, the Sun logo, Solaris, Sun Ultra, Sun

Enterprise, Sun StorEdge, Sun SecureNet, Java, iPlanet, JumpStart,

CodeWarrior Professional for Java, and The Network is the Computer are

trademarks or registered trademarks of Sun Microsystems, Inc. in the

United States and other countries. Sun Developer Connection, Startup

Essentials and SunTone are service marks of Sun Microsystems, Inc.

 

Press announcements and other information about Sun Microsystems are

available on the Internet at http//www.sun.com.

 

Financing services are provided by Sun Microsystems Finance (SMF), a

Sun Microsystems, Inc. business. All SMF transactions are subject to

credit, pricing and documentation approvals and lease rates may be

higher outside of the US. Please contact your local SMF programs office

or, within the US, call 800-735-5786 for details.

